To Kill a Mockingbird

Vocabulary

Chapter 1 – Vocabulary

"...Jem's fears of never being able to play football were assuaged...(p. 7)."

"All we had was Simon Finch, a fur-trading apothecary from Cornwall whose piety was exceeded only by his stinginess (p. 8)."

"In England, Simon was irritated by the persecution of those who called themselves Methodists at the hands of their more liberal brethren (p.8)..."

"Mindful of John Wesley's strictures...(p. 8)"

"So Simon, having forgotten his teacher's dictum on the possession of human chattels, bought three slaves...(p. 8)."

Simon would have regarded with impotent fury the disturbance between the North and the South...(p. 8)."

"She married a taciturn man...(p. 9)."

"Atticus's office in the courthouse contained little more than a hat rack, a spittoon, a checkerboard and an unsullied Code of Alabama (p. 9)."

"The Haverfords...were impudent enough to do it in the presence of three witnesses...(p. 9)."

"They ambled across the square...(p. 10)."

"But by the end of August our repertoire was vapid from countless reproductions...(p. 12)."

"Rain-rotted shingles drooped over the eaves of the veranda...(p. 13)."

The remains of a picket drunkenly guarded the front yard...(p. 13)."

"Inside the house lived a malevolent phantom (p. 13)."

"The Radleys, welcome anywhere in town, kept to themselves, a predilection unforgivable in Maycomb(p. 13)."

"...ladies wore corsets...(p. 14)."

"...an enormous and confusing tribe domiciled in the northern part of the county...(p. 14)."

"...Maycomb's ancient beadle, Mr. Conner... (p. 14)."

"So Jem received most of his information from Miss Stephanie Crawford, a neighborhood scold...(p. 15)."

"Mr. Radley's posture was ramrod straight (p. 16)."

"...not waiting to see if his foray was successful (p. 19).

Definitions:

ambled: (vb.): to walk at a slow, leisurely pace.

apothecary (n.): an early form of a pharmacist, apothecaries could also prescribe drugs.

assuaged (vb.): to assuage is to lessen or to calm. Therefore, if Jem's fears about being able to play football were assuaged, it means that he no longer feared that he wouldn't be able to play the sport.

beadle (n.): a minor city official, lower in rank than either a sheriff or a policeman, whose main duties revolve around preserving order at various civil functions such as trials and town hall meetings.

brethren (n.): in this case, members of a particular church or sect

corsets (n): a corset is a ladies undergarment designed to produce a particular effect on the figure. That effect usually results in a slim (or slimmer) waist and larger busts and hips, like the woman in this picture.
dictum (n.): in this case, a formal statement of principle

domiciled (vb.): A domicile is a house or a place where a person lives. If you are domiciled somewhere, that is where you live. The Finch family lived in the northern part of the county.

eaves (n.): the lower edges of a roof which usually project beyond the side of a building

foray (n.): When you make a foray, you go somewhere or do something that is unusual or not normal for you. It was certainly not Jem's usual behavior to go near the Radley house; thus, doing so was a foray for him.

human chattels (n.): slaves

impotent (adj.): powerless. Simon's fury and anger regarding the Civil War would certainly have been impotent because there would have been nothing he could have done about it.

impudent (adj.): To be impudent is to be shamelessly bold, as if you don't care what anyone thinks about you. Since the Haverfords did something illegal in front of witnesses, Lee rightfully describes them as impudent.

malevolent (adj.): evil

Methodists (n): members of a branch of a Protestant Christian denomination. Find out more about the United Methodist Church.
picket (n): a pointed or sharpened pole or stake. Many pickets held together can make a picket fence.
piety (n): devotion to religious duties and practices

predilection (n.): a predilection is a preference, or a preferred way of doing something. Thus, the Radley's preferred way of spending a Sunday afternoon was to keep the doors closed and not receive visitors

ramrod (adj.): rigid, severe, straight

repertoire was vapid: (n. + adj.): a repertoire is all the special skills a person has; vapid, in this case, means boring or uninteresting. So, when Scout says that their repertoire was vapid, she means that the games they had invented to pass the time had become old and had lost their interest.

scold (n.): A scold is a person who scolds; that is, someone who often finds fault with people or things (and usually lets you know about it under no uncertain terms)

spittoon (n.): a jarlike container to spit into; usually used to spit tobacco juice into. See a picture of a spittoon.
strictures (n.): conditions or rules

taciturn (adj.): almost always silent. Apparently, Aunt Alexandra's husband was a very quiet man.

unsullied (adj.): something that is unsullied has been basically untouched or unused. The fact that Atticus's edition of the Code of Alabama is unsullied would, in this case, indicate that he seldom consults this book.

veranda (n): a portico or porch with a roof

Chapter 2 – Vocabulary

"Jem condescended to take me to school the first day...(p. 20)."

"She had bright auburn hair, pink cheeks, and wore crimson fingernail polish (p. 20)."

The class murmured apprehensively, should she prove to harbor her share of the peculiarities indigenous to that region (p. 21)."

"When Alabama seceded from the Union on January 11, 1861, Winston County seceded from Alabama...(p. 21)."

"...they wore cunning little clothes...(p. 21)."

"...the class was wriggling like a bucketful of catawba worms (p. 21)."

"...were immune to imaginative literature (p. 21)."

"I never deliberately learned to read, but somehow I had been wallowing illicitly in the daily papers(p. 22)."

"...Jem cut me from the covey of first-graders in the schoolyard (p. 22)."

"Walter Cunningham's face told everybody in the first grade he had hookworms (p. 24)."

" '...no church baskets and no scrip stamps (p. 25).' "

"After a dreary conversation in our livingroom one night about his entailment...(p. 25)"

"With Christmas came a crate of smilax and holly (p. 25)."

"Entailment was only a part of Mr. Cunningham's vexations (p. 25)."

" 'If I could have explained these things to Miss Caroline, I would have saved myself some inconvenience and Miss Caroline subsequent mortification...' " (p. 26)

"My sojourn in the corner was a short one (p. 26)."

Definitions:

auburn (adj.): reddish-brown

catawba worms (n.): catawba worms are actually caterpillars that are highly prized by fishermen in the Southern United States.

condescended (vb.): To condescend is to agree to do something that you believe to be beneath your dignity. Jem condescends to take Scout to school, even though, as a fifth-grader, he feels superior to his first-grade sister.

covey (n.): a group

crimson (adj.): blood-red

cunning (adj.): In this case, cunning means attractive or cute -- almost too cute

entailment (n.): a legal situation regarding the use of inherited property.

hookworms (n.): a type of parasite. Hookworms usually enter the body through bare feet and move through the body to the small intestines where they attach themselves with a series of hooks around their mouths. See a picture of a hookworm.
immune (adj.): In this case, to be immune to something means that it has no effect on you. The story Miss Caroline reads to the class has no effect on them; they don't get it.

indigenous (adj.): belonging to a particular region or country

scrip stamps (n.): paper money of small denominations (less than $1.00) issued for temporary emergency use. During the Great Depression, many local and state government gave out scrip stamps, or sometimes tokens, to needy people.

seceded (vb.): To secede is to break away. During the Civil War, Alabama was one of the states that broke away, or seceded from the Union.

smilax (n.): a bright green twinning vine, often used for holiday decorations. See a picture of smilax.
sojourn (n.): a brief visit

subsequent mortification (adj. + n.): Something that is subsequent will follow closely after something else. Mortification is a feeling of shame or the loss of self respect. If Scout had been able to explain things to Miss Caroline, she could have prevented her teacher from losing self respect of feeling shameful later on.

vexations (n.): To vex is to annoy, so a vexation is something that causes annoyance or problems.

wallowing illicitly (vb. + adv.): In this case, to wallow is to indulge in something (usually an activity) with great enjoyment. Illicit, used like this, means unauthorized or improper. After listening to Miss Caroline, Scout feels that, by reading, she has been happily indulging in something which she should not have been doing.

Chapter 3 – Vocabulary

"His fists were half cocked, as if expecting an onslaught from both of us (p. 27)."

"Jem's free dispensation of my pledge irked me (p. 27)."

" 'A haint lives there (p. 28).' "

"She was furious, and when she was furious Calpurnia's grammar became erratic. When in tranquility, her grammar was as good as anybody's in Marcomb (p. 29)."

"...one of these days when she wasn't looking I'd go off and drown myself in Barker's Eddy and then she'd be sorry (p. 29)."

"Atticus's voice was flinty (p. 30)."

"Apparently she had revived enough to persevere in her profession (p. 30)."

" 'There ain't no need to fear a cootie, ma'am (p. 30).'"

" 'Burris, I want you to go home and wash your hair with lye soap. when you've done that, treat your scalp with kerosene (p. 31).' "

"He gave a short contemptuous snort (p. 31)."

" 'Ain't got no mother,' was the answer, 'and their paw's right contentious (p. 32)."

"He was among the most diminutive of men... (p. 32)."

"My replies were monosyllabic and he did not press me (p. 33)."

"It was not often that she made me cracklin bread...(p. 33)."

"...she had at last seen the error of her fractious ways... (p. 33)."

"He waited in amiable silence...(p. 34)."

" ...dose of magnesia for you tonight and school tomorrow (p. 34).' "

" 'Do you know what a compromise is(p. 36)?' "

" 'No, an agreement reached by mutual concessions (p. 36)."

" 'I'm afraid our activities would be received with considerable disapprobation by the more learned authorities (p. 36).' "

"Atticus kept us in fits that evening, gravely reading columns of print about a man who sat on a flagpole for no discernible reason...(p. 36)."

Definitions:

amiable (adj.): friendly

compromise (n.): an agreement where each person agrees to give up something

contemptuous (adj.): To be contemptuous is to have the feeling that someone or something is beneath you; that it or they are worthless. The Ewell boy obviously feels this way about his teacher, Miss Caroline.

contentious (adj.): always ready to argue or fight

cootie (n.): a slang term for a head louse. A louse (plural: lice) is a bloodsucking parasite. See a picture of a head louse.
cracklin bread (n.): a type of cornbread mixed with cracklins (bits of fried pork skin). Want to make some? Here's a recipe for cracklin' bread.
diminutive (adj.): smaller than ordinary

disapprobation (n.): disapproval

discernible (adj.): understandable

dispensation (n.): a release from an obligation or promise. In this case, by offering friendship to Walter and promising that Scout won't fight with him, Jem dispenses her threat to fight with him more.

dose (of) magnesia (n. + n.): A dose is an exact amount of medicine. Magnesia is a medicine used as a laxative and antacid.

eddy (n.): a current of water that moves against the main current; a whirlpool

erratic (adj.): irregular. Calpurnia usually uses good grammar, but when she is angry, her grammar is irregular.

flinty (adj.): Flint is a very hard rock. Something that is flinty is extremely hard and firm.

fractious (adj.): mean or cross

gravely (adv.): seriously

haint (n.): a ghost or spook; someone or something very scary

irked (v.): to be irked is to be annoyed. Scout is annoyed when Jem tells Walter that she won't fight with him (Walter) anymore.

kerosene (n.): a thin oil. Kerosene is sometimes used as a solvent or cleaning agent, although its more common use is for fuel or lighting.

lye soap (n.): Lye is a very strong alkaline substance used for cleaning. Lye soap is very strong, harsh soap that contains lye.

monosyllabic (adj.): Mono means "one." A syllable is word or a part of a word which can be pronounced with a single, uninterrupted sound. The name "Atticus," for example, is made up of three syllables: at + ti + cus. Thus, monosyllabic literally means "one sound." Scout's monosyllabic replies to Atticus's questions about her first day at school might have been made up of one-sound words like "yes" and "no."

mutual concessions (adj. + n.): A concession is an agreement; something that is mutual is done by two or more people. Thus, a mutual concession occurs when two or more people agree on something.

onslaught (n.): a violent attack

persevere (v.): to carry on in spite of difficulties

tranquility (n.): peacefulness; serenity

Chapter 4 – Vocabulary

"The remainder of my schooldays were no more auspicious than the first (p. 37)."

"...helping ourselves to someone's scuppernongs was part of our ethical culture...(p. 40)"

"It was a melancholy little drama...(p. 44)."

"Through all the head-shaking, quelling of nausea and Jem-yelling, I heard another sound...(p. 45)."

Definitions:

auspicious (adj.): favorable

melancholy (adj.): sad and gloomy

quelling (of) nausea: (v. + n.): To quell something is to quiet or pacify it. Nausea is the feeling you get when your stomach is upset and you feel as if you're about to vomit. Scout is trying to quell her nausea, or make her stomach settle down.

scuppernongs (n.): a sweet table grape, grown chiefly in the Southern United States. See a picture of scuppernongs.
Chapter 5 – Vocabulary

"...she was only another lady in the neighborhood, but a relatively benign presence (p. 46)."

"Our tacit treaty with Miss Maudie was that we could play on her lawn...(p. 46)."

"She was a widow, a chameleon lady who worked in her flower beds in an old straw hat and men's coveralls...(p. 46)."

"With a click of her tongue she thrust out her bridgework, a gesture of cordiality that cemented out friendship (p. 47)."

"Miss Maudie's benevolence extended to Jem and Dill...(p. 47)."

" 'Do you smell my mimosa (p. 48)?' "

" 'What a morbid question (p. 48).' "

"My confidence in pulpit Gospel lessened at the vision of Miss Maudie stewing forever in various Protestant hells (p. 49)."

"Jem said placidly, 'We are going to give a note to Boo Radley.' (p. 51)"

"...he had the right to stay inside free from the attentions of inquisitive children...(p. 53)."

"...we were not to play an asinine game he had seen us playing...(p. 54)"

" 'No,' said Atticus, 'putting his life's history on display for the edification of the neighborhood (p. 54).' "

"Jem gaped at him (p. 54)."

"Jem decided there was no point in quibbling, and was silent (p. 54)."

Definitions:

asinine (adj.): stupid; silly

benevolence (n.): in this case, a generous or thoughtful gift

benign (adj.): kind and gentle

bridgework (n.): Unlike dentures, which replace the upper or lower sets of teeth, bridgework is made up of sections of replacement teeth that can be inserted and removed from one's mouth.

chameleon (adj.) In nature, chameleons are tree-dwelling lizards that have the unusual ability to change the color of their skin in order to blend into their surroundings. By calling Miss Maudie a chameleon lady, Scout points out the fact that her neighbor's appearance was as changeable as one of the lizards. Learn more about chameleons, and see some pictures of chameleons.
cordiality (n.): sincere affection and kindness

edification (n.): education; instruction

gaped (vb.): To gape at someone is to stare at that person with your mouth open. See a rather extreme example of gaping.
inquisitive (adj.): questioning; prying

mimosa (n): Also called a silk tree, a mimosa can be either a tree or a shrub. Look at a picture of a mimosa flower.
morbid (adj.): gruesome; horrible

placidly (adv.): calmly; quietly

Protestant (adj.): Protestant is the name applied to any number of Christian churches, such as Baptist, Methodist, and Lutheran.

pulpit Gospel (adj. + n.): A pulpit is the raised platform or lectern from which a preacher speaks in church. The Gospel refers to the teachings of Jesus Christ, specifically the first four books of the New Testament. Scout says that her faith in what she's heard about the teachings of Christ from the pulpit (preacher) in her own church has been shaken a bit.

quibbling (vb.): a type of arguing where you avoid the main point by bringing up petty details

tacit (adj.) An agreement, or, in this case, a "treaty" that is tacit is one that has been silently agreed upon. Thus, the children know that they can play on Miss Maudie's front lawn even though she never directly told them that it was all right to do so.

Chapter 6 – Vocabulary

"At first we saw nothing but a kudzu-covered front porch...(P. 55)"

"...the ensuing contest to determine relative distances and respective prowess only made me feel left out again...(p. 55)."

" 'Don't get in a row of collards whatever you do, they'll wake the dead (p. 56).' "

"...a ramshackle porch ran the width of the house...(p. 57)."

"An old Franklin stove sat in a corner of the porch; above it a hat-rack mirror caught the moon and shone eerily (p. 57)."

"He put his arms over his head and went rigid (p. 58)."

"Respiration normal, the three of us strolled as casually as we could to the front yard (p. 58)."

"Atticus saved Dill from immediate dismemberment (p. 59)."

"...the chinaberry trees were malignant, hovering, alive (p. 60)."

"In the waning moonlight I saw Jem swing his feet to the floor (p. 60)."

"The moon was setting and the lattice-work shadows were fading into fuzzy nothingness (p. 61)."

Definitions:

collards (n.): a type of cabbage with very coarse leaves. It would be difficult to walk quietly through a patch of collards. See a picture of a collard patch.
dismemberment (n.): To dismember someone is to tear or cut that person's limbs (arms and legs) off. Although it is unlikely that anyone would have actually pulled off Dill's arms and legs, Lee uses the word to point out how outraged Miss Rachel must have been to discover that the children had been playing strip poker.

eerily (adv.): weirdly; mysteriously

ensuing (adj.): Something that ensues is something that comes immediately after something else.

Franklin stove (n.): a cast iron heating stove, invented by Benjamin Franklin. See a picture of a Franklin stove.
kudzu (n.): a quick-growing vine with large leaves, often found in the Southern United States. See a picture of kudzu.
lattice-work (adj.): A lattice is an openwork structure of crossed strips or bars, as in a screen. (See a picture of a lattice screen.) Light that passes through any kind of a lattice -work would produce lattice-work shadows.

malignant (adj.): dangerous; evil

prowess (n.): superior ability or skill

ramshackle (adj.): loose or rickety; about to fall apart

respiration (n.): breathing

rigid (adj.): stiff

waning (adj.): becoming less bright, intense, or strong. The moonlight is waning because it's getting closer to morning, and the moon is changing its position in the sky.

Chapter 7 – Vocabulary

"Jem waved my words away as if fanning gnats (p. 62)."

"...they invented toilet paper and perpetual embalming...(p. 64)."

" 'Who do we know around here who whittles (p. 64)?' "

" '...chewing gum cleaved to her palate and rendered her speechless...(p. 66).' "

"Next day Jem repeated his vigil and was rewarded (p. 67)."

"When he passed our tree he gave it a meditative pat on its cement...(p. 67)."

Definitions:

cleaved (vb.): stuck

gnats (n.): small, two-winged insects that can bite or sting. [Pronounced: NAT] See a picture of a gnat.
meditative (adj.): To meditate is to reflect upon something, or think about it. When Jem give the patch on the tree a meditative pat, he does so in a thoughtful manner.

palate (n.): the roof of one's mouth

perpetual embalming (adj. + n.): Something that is perpetual lasts forever. Embalming is the process of preserving a dead body. Think of Egyptian mummies, or unwrap a virtual mummy. As Atticus later says, Jem would do well to get rid of the adjective (perpetual) . The Egyptians invented a type of paper (not toilet paper), as well as embalming (which, by its very nature, is perpetual) .

rendered (her) speechless: (vb. + n.): made her unable to speak

vigil (n.): a watch. Jem is waiting and watching for Mr. Nathan to appear.

whittles (vb.): To whittle is to use a knife to cut away thin shavings of wood. Sometimes, a whittler may actually end up carving a recognizable object.

Chapter 8 – Vocabulary

"For reasons unfathomable to the most experienced prophets in Maycomb county, autumn turned to winter that year (p. 68)."

"Jem and I were burdened with the guilt of contributing to the aberrations of nature...(p. 68)."

"...the neighborhood seldom saw her, except when she watered her cannas (p. 68)."

"He said Atticus was still touchous about us and the Radleys....(p. 68)."

"I did not wonder where Mr. Avery gathered his meteorological statistics...(p. 70)."

" 'Beautiful my hind foot! If it freezes tonight it'll carry off all my azaleas (p. 70)!' "

"Jem procured some peachtree switches from the back yard, plaited them....(p. 71).' "

" 'You've perpetrated a near libel here in the front yard (p. 72).' "

" 'You can't for around making caricatures of the neighbors (p. 72).' "

" '...erected an absolute morphodite in that yard (p. 72).' "

"Soft taffeta-like sounds and muffled scurrying sounds filled me with helpless dread (p. 73)."

"...the town fire siren wailed up the scale to a treble pitch...(p. 73)."

"Miss Maudie's tin roof quelled the flames (p. 75)."

" 'Why, I'll build me a little house and take me a couple of roomers and - gracious, I'll have the finest yard in Alabama. (p. 77).' "

" 'I don't know, Jem. Probably the flue in the kitchen (p. 77).' "

"...she still took a lively and cordial interest in Jem's and my affairs (p. 78).' "

Definitions:

aberrations (n.): an aberration is a deviation, or a moving away from, something that is normal. The fact that winter comes so quickly in Maycomb is abnormal, thus, an aberration.

azaleas (n.): a colorful and decorative kind of flower. See some pictures of azaleas.
cannas (n.): a beautiful tropical flower. See a pictures of cannas.
caricatures (n.): a representation of a person where certain features of that person are exaggerated or distorted. See a caricature of Elvis Presley
cordial (adj.): warm and friendly

flue (n.): a channel in a chimney that allows smoke and flames to pass to the outside

meteorological (adj.): anything to do with meteorology or weather. Find out about the meteorological conditions in your community.
morphodite (n.): Scout has misheard Miss Maudie, who would actually have said the word hermaphrodite. Technically, a hermaphrodite is an animal or plant that has both female and male reproductive organs. Of course, the children's snowman is not really a hermaphrodite, but it does have both male and female characteristics.

near libel (adj. + n.): When you commit libel, you harm someone's reputation. Atticus tells the children that they have committed a near libel; that is, their snowman is almost libelous because it so closely represents one of their neighbors and could harm that neighbor's reputation.

perpetrated (vb.): carried out; committed

plaited (vb.): braided

procured (vb): got

prophets (n.): A prophet is someone able to predict the future.

quelled (vb.): To quell is to overwhelm something until it is powerless. The tin roof of Miss Maudie's house quelled the flames because tin cannot burn so the fire was eventually stopped.

roomers (n.): persons who rent and live in rooms in a house.

switches (n.): slender twigs or branches

taffeta (n.): a lustrous, stiff fabric, often used for women's dresses, especially formal wear

touchous (adj.) touchy; sensitive

treble (adj.): high

unfathomable (adj.): Something that is unfathomable is something that can not be understood.

Chapter 9 - Vocabulary

"...the beginning of last September had brought on sinking spells, dizziness, and mild gastric complaints (p. 79)."

"...the head of Miss Rachel's cook's son, who was afflicted with a tremendous ringworm (p. 79)."

" 'He made it sound like you were runnin' a still (p. 79).' "

"He wore a General Hood type beard of which he was inordinately vain (p. 80)."

" 'This time we aren't fighting the Yankees...(p. 81).'

"A flip of the coin revealed the uncompromising lineaments of Aunt Alexandra and Francis (p. 81)."

"The fact that Aunty was a good cook was some compensation for being forced to spend a religious holiday with Francis Hancock (p. 82)."

"...he enjoyed everything I disapproved of, and disliked my ingenuous diversions (p. 82)."

"Aunt Alexandra was Atticus's sister, but when Jem told me about changelings and siblings, I decided that she had been swapped at birth...(p. 82)."

"Had I ever harbored the mystical notions about mountains that seem to obsess lawyers and judges, Aunt Alexandra would have been analogous to Mount Everest...(p. 82)."

"...we had to wait for a porter to hand him two long packages (p. 82)."

"...we were never wary of his sharp nose and chin (p. 82)."

"...and explain the use of any tongs he employed (p. 82).

"...he stood at his gate in his dressing-gown, smoking a hookah and delivering five minute sermons...(p. 82)."

"I was proceeding on the dim theory, aside from the innate attractiveness of such words, that if Atticus discovered I had picked them up at school he wouldn't make me go (p. 83)."

" 'not unless there's extreme provocation connected with 'em (p. 83).' "

"Finch's Landing consisted of three hundred and sixty-six steps down a high bluff and ending in a jetty (p. 84)."

"The internal arrangements of the Finch house were indicative of Simon's guilelessness and the absolute trust with which he regarded his offspring (p. 84)."

"...so Simon always knew the hours of his daughters' nocturnal comings and goings (p. 84)."

"There was a kitchen separate from the rest of the house, tacked onto it by a wooden catwalk...(p. 85)."

"...a widow's walk was on the roof...(p. 85)."

"...one Finch female, recently engaged, donned her complete trousseau to save it from raiders in the neighborhood; she became stuck in the door to the Daughter's Staircase but was doused with water and finally pushed through (p. 85)."

"Jem felt his age and gravitated to the adults...(p. 85)."

"Aunt Alexandra was fanatical on the subject of my attire (p. 85)."

"Aunt Alexandra's vision of my deportment involved playing with small stoves...(p. 86)."

"Aunty had continued to isolate me long after Jem and Francis graduated to the big table (p. 86)."

"...I ate at home every day with no major mishaps (p. 86)."

"But her cooking made up for everything: three kinds of meat, summer vegetables from her pantry shelves; peach pickles, two kinds of cake and ambrosia constituted a modest Christmas dinner (p. 86)."

" '...but I'm here to tell you it certainly does mortify the rest of the family (p. 87).' "

" 'You still mad, Jean Louise?" he asked tentatively (p. 88)."

"Francis looked at me carefully, concluded that I had been sufficiently subdued, and crooned softly, 'Nigger-lover...(p. 88).' "

"My left impaired, I sailed in with my right...(p. 88)."

"Francis and I pointed at each other. 'Grandma,' he bawled...(p. 89).'"

"I was debating whether to stand there or run, and tarried in indecision a moment too long...(p. 89)."

" 'It was obstreperous, disorderly and abusive...(p. 90).' "

"Uncle Jack gallantly bowed me to the bathroom (p. 91)."

" 'Her use of bathroom invective leaves nothing to the imagination (p. 92)' "

"...but they can spot an evasion quicker than adults...(p. 92)."

" 'Before I'm through, I intend to jar the jury a bit...(p. 92).' "

Chapter 9 Definitions:
ambrosia (n): a desert made up of a mixture of fruits, nuts, and coconut. Get a recipe for ambrosia.
analogous (adj.): similar; comparable

attire (n.): clothing

bawled (vb.) cried out noisily

bluff (n.): the broad, flat front of a cliff

catwalk (n.): a narrow, elevated walkway

changelings (n.): a child secretly put in the place of another

compensation (n.): To compensate means to pay for something or to make up for something. Aunt Alexandra's good cooking skills, in some ways, make up for the fact that, for Scout, spending the holidays with her and Francis is not a lot of fun.

constituted (vb.): made up

crooned (vb.): To croon is to sing in a low, gentle tone.

deportment (n.): behavior

dim (adj.): unclear; not strong

donned (vb): put on

doused (vb.): to douse someone is to pour liquid, in this case water, all over that person.

evasion (n.): To evade is to avoid doing or answering something directly. Uncle Jack's evasion occurs when he doesn't directly answer Scout's question.

fanatical (adj.): A fanatic is a person whose extreme enthusiasm, interest, zeal, etc. goes beyond what is reasonable. Aunt Alexandra is fanatical about Scout's clothes because, according to Scout, her aunt's interest in this subject goes beyond what is reasonable.

gallantly (adv.): politely; in the manner of a gentleman

gastric (adj.): of, in, or near the stomach. A stomach ache would be a gastric complaint.

gravitated (vb.): Gravity is, of course, the force that pulls you to earth and keeps you from floating into outer space. When you gravitate toward something or someone, you find yourself being pulled in the direction of that object or person.

guilelessness (n.): Guile is craftiness and cunning in dealing with other. To be guileless is to have none of that craftiness. Here, Lee is being ironic since its obvious that Simon Finch didn't trust his daughters at all, and planned his house accordingly.

harbored (vb.): to hold in the mind

hookah (n): An oriental tobacco pipe with a flexible tube that draws smoke through a bowl of water. See a picture of a hookah.
impaired (adj.): damaged; weakened

indecision (n.): When you're indecisive, you can't decide what to do. Scout's indecision revolves around whether she should obey Uncle Jack or run away from him.

indicative (adj.): Something that is indicative of something shows or displays something. The manner in which Simon Finch arranged his house showed something about him.

ingenuous (adj.): simple; innocent

innate (adj.): Something that is innate is a natural part of something else. To Scout, cuss words have a natural sort of attraction to them; an innate attractiveness. They have value all on their own for her.

inordinately (adv.): Inordinate means too great or too many. Cousin Ike Finch is too vain about his beard; inordinately vain.

invective (n.): Invectives are abusive terms, curses, insults, and/or cuss words

isolate (vb.): set apart from others

jar (vb.): shake up; disturb

jetty (n): a type of wall built out into water to protect a coastline or restrain currents

mishaps (n.): unlucky or unfortunate accidents

mortify (vb.) humiliate; embarrass

nocturnal (adj.): nightly

obsess (vb.): greatly preoccupy

obstreperous (adj.): noisy and unruly

pantry (n.): a small room or closet off the kitchen where foodstuffs and cooking ingredients are stored

porter (n.): a person who carries luggage, etc., in this case, at a railroad station. Read about the history of the Pullman porter.
provocation (n.): To provoke is to excite some sort of feeling; often anger or irritation. Uncle Jack tells Scout that, as far as cuss words are concerned, he doesn't see the use for them unless they are used when one is very angry or provoked to use them.

ringworm (n.): a contagious skin disease caused by a fungus. See what ringworm looks like.

siblings (n.): brothers and/or sisters

still (n.): an apparatus for making alcoholic liquors. The sort of still to which Scout refers would be an illegal one.

subdued (vb.): Someone who has been subdued has been soothed or softened and made less intense.

tarried (vb.): delayed; waited

tentatively (adv.): To be tentative is to be hesitant or unsure. Francis asks Scout his question tentatively because he is unsure as to her reaction and more than a little afraid to face her.

tongs (n.): a device used to grab or lift objects. Tongs generally have two long arms that are hinged together. See a picture of medical tongs.
trousseau (n.): all the new clothes a bride brings to her marriage

uncompromising lineaments (adj. + n.): Lineaments are distinctive features or characteristics. Uncompromising, in this instance, means unchanging; firm; set. Alexandra's and Francis's uncompromising lineaments are their characteristics that are set and will never change.

wary (adj.): To be wary means to be cautious on your guard against something. In this instance, the children were never afraid of or cautious about their uncle's appearance.

widow's walk (n.): a platform with a rail around it, built onto the roof of a house. See a picture of a house with a widow's walk.
Yankees (n.): Northerners; natives of Northern states. During the Civil War, the Yankees were the enemies of the South.

Chapter 10 - Vocabulary
"Atticus was feeble; he was nearly fifty (p. 93)."

"With these attributes, however, he would not remain as inconspicuous as we wished him to...(p. 94)."

"After my bout with Cecil Jacobs...(p. 94)."

"Uncle Jack instructed us in the rudiments thereof...(p. 94)."

" 'They don't eat up people's gardens, don't nest in corncribs...(p. 94).' "

" 'I don't call fifty very old,' said Miss Maudie tartly (p. 94)."

" 'But I must say Providence was kind enough to burn down that old mausoleum of mine...(p. 95).' "

" 'Did you know he can play a Jew's Harp (p. 95).' "

" 'You're in considerable peril (p. 96).' "

"Jem gulped like a goldfish, hunched his shoulders and twitched his torso (p. 97)."

"He walked erratically, as if his right legs were shorter than his left legs (p. 97)."

" 'I swear to God there's a mad dog down the street a piece...(p. 97).' "

"I saw him shift his gun to the crook of his arm (p. 99)."

"...he was alist, but he was being pulled gradually toward us (p. 99)."

"Jem became vaguely articulate...(p. 102)."

"He took a pitchfork from the back of the garbage truck and gingerly lifted Tim Johnson (p. 102)."

Chapter 10 Definitions:

alist (adj.): tilted to one side

articulate (adj.): able to speak and express oneself

attributes (n.): characteristics; qualities of a person or thing

bout (n.): fight

corncribs (n.): A corncrib is a small structure used to store corn. See a picture of a corncrib.
crook (of his arm) (n.): The crook of your arm is the inside part of your arm where it bends at the elbow.

erratically (adv.): strangely; differently than normal

feeble (adj.): weak; frail

gingerly (adv.): carefully; cautiously

inconspicuous (adj.) To be conspicuous is to attract attention. To be inconspicuous is to do the opposite; to not attract attention. Scout wishes that Atticus would be more inconspicuous; that is, he would attract less attention to himself.

Jew's Harp (n): a small musical instrument that is played by plucking a piece of metal while holding the instrument to one's mouth. See a picture of some Jew's harps.
mad dog (adj. + n.): a dog infected with a disease, such as rabies, which makes it act in a crazy, dangerous manner

mausoleum (n.): Literally, a mausoleum is a large, imposing tomb (a tomb is a place where dead bodies -- those that aren't buried -- are housed). However, Miss Maudie uses the term in its humorous form. She refers to her old house as a mausoleum because, to her, it was too large and too somber. See a picture of a real mausoleum
peril (n.): danger

Providence (n.): the care of God

rudiments (n.): principles; elements; subjects to be learned

tartly (adv.): sharply

torso (n.): the trunk of a body; that is, the part of the body that does not include the head, legs, or arms

vaguely (adv.): to be vague is to be unclear or not precise

Chapter 11 – Vocabulary

"...tormenting Boo Radley became passé...(p, 103)."

"...in a house with step front steps and a dog-trot hall (p. 103)."

"...her reaction was apoplectic (p. 104)."

"...and he went livid when Mrs. Dubose shot us this message (p. 104)."

"Jem...had decreed that we must run as far as the post office corner each evening to meet Atticus coming home from work (p. 104)."

"It was bedecked with sequins and tinsel...(p. 105)."

" 'Maude Atkinson told me you broke down her scuppernong arbor this morning...(p. 105).' "

" 'You should be in a dress and camisole, young lady...(p. 106).' "

"...we were followed up the street by a philippic on our family's moral degradation...(p. 106)."

"...but I took umbrage at Mrs. Dubose's assessment of the family' mental hygiene (p. 106)."

"...what made him break the bounds of 'You just be a gentleman, son,' and the phrase of self-conscious rectitude he had recently entered (p. 107)."

"...he had a naturally tranquil disposition...(p. 107)."

"What Jem did was something I'd do as a matter of course had I not been under Atticus's interdict...(p. 107)."

"He did not begin to calm down until he had cut the tops off every camellia bush Mrs. Dubose owned...(p. 107)."

"We skulked around the kitchen until Calpurnia threw us out (p. 107)."

"She was a less than satisfactory source of palliation...(p. 107)."

"...when his only son stood an excellent chance of being murdered with a Confederate Army relic (p. 108)."

" 'This case, Tom Robinson's case, is something that goes to the essence of a man's conscience...(p. 109).' "

"He set me on my feet, and I made a secret reconnaissance of Jem (109)."

"Perhaps she had given him a dose of calomel (p.109)."

"An oppressive odor met us when we crossed the threshold...(p. 110)."

"...on it were a glass with a teaspoon in it, a red ear syringe...(110)."

"I was expecting a tirade, but all she said was, 'You may commence reading, Jeremy. (111)' "

"Her bottom plate was not in...(p. 111)."

"...I could see her tongue undulate faintly (p. 111)."

"Occasionally it would say, 'Pt,' like some viscous substance coming to a boil (p. 111)."

"Mrs. Dubose would hound Jem for a while on her favorite subjects, her camillias and our father's nigger-loving propensities...(112)."

"...it wasn't so much what Francis said that had infuriated me...(p. 113)."

"Atticus said, 'Just before your escapade she called me to make her will (p. 115).' "

Chapter 11 Definitions:

apoplectic (adj.): Apoplexy is a condition of sudden paralysis; a stroke. To be apoplectic, in this case, is to behave as if on the verge of having a stroke.

arbor (n): an outdoor area shaded by trees or, in this case, scuppernong vines on a lattice. See a picture of an arbor from an outdoor café in Greece.

bedecked (adj.): adorned; covered (with decorations)

calomel (n.): a laxative; often used as a cure for intestinal worms

camellia (n.): a shrub with glossy evergreen leaves and waxy, rose-like flowers. Find out more about camellias and see a picture of a camellia.
camisole (n.) a woman's sleeveless undergarment, usually worn under a sheer blouse

commence (vb.): begin

decreed (vb): A decree is an official order. As her older brother, Jem decreed what he and Scout would do.

degradation (n.): a state of low honor or moral character

dog-trot hall (adj.): a covered passageway between two parts of a building

escapade (n.): reckless prank

essence (n.): fundamental nature; most important quality

infuriated (vb.): angered greatly

interdict (n.): prohibition; restraint

livid (adj.): pale; lead-colored. Livid can also mean red, as in the color someone's face gets when that person becomes angry.

oppressive (adj.): overbearing; hard to put up with

palliation (n.): to palliate is to lessen the pain, or, in this case, fear and anxiety, of something without actually making the fear and anxiety go away. Calpurnia is not a great source of palliation; that is, she doesn't make the children feel any less anxious or fearful.

passé (adj.): old-fashioned

philippic (n.): a bitter verbal attack

plate (n.): dentures; dental plate

propensities (n.): inclinations or tendencies

reconnaissance (n.): examination

rectitude (n.): uprightness of character

relic (n): something of historic interest that has survived from the past. In this case, Scout is referring to a gun that would have been used in the Civil War.
skulked (vb.): to move or slink about in a sinister manner. The children are skulking in the kitchen because they are fearful of Atticus's reaction when he returns home.

syringe (n.): a device with a rubber bulb on one end and a narrow tube on the other: used to inject or extract fluids from body cavities. See a picture of a syringe.
tirade (n.): a long angry speech

tranquil (adj.): calm

umbrage (n.): offense

undulate (vb.): to move in waves or in a wavy manner

viscous (adj.): sticky

Chapter 12 – Vocabulary

"He was difficult to live with, inconsistent, moody (p. 117)."

"His appetite was appalling...(p. 117)."

" 'Reckon he's got a tapeworm (p. 117)?' "

"Overnight, it seemed, Jem had acquired an alien set of values...(p. 117)."

"The beginning of that summer boded well... (p. 118)."

"...he was diligently writing on a slate while some frivolous-looking girls yelled, 'Yoo-hoo!' at him (p. 119).' "

"...that morning it was covered with our Sunday habiliments (p. 120)."

"...Hearts of Love hairdressing mingled with asafoetida, snuff, Hoyt's Cologne, Brown's Mule, peppermint, and lilac talcum (p. 121)."

"Calpurnia walked between Jem and me, responding to the greetings of her brightly clad neighbors (p. 121)."

"She spoke quietly, contemptuously (p. 121)."

"...but the roses on her hat trembled indignantly (p. 121)."

" 'Don't pay no 'tention to Lula, she's contentious because Reverend Sykes threatened to church her (p. 122).' "

"...the church's only decoration except a rotogravure print...(p. 122)."

"...the familiar ecclesiastical impedimenta we saw every Sunday (p. 122)."

"At each seat was a cheap cardboard fan bearing a garish Garden of Gethsemane...(p. 122)."

"It was dim inside, with a damp coolness slowly dispelled by the gathering congregation (p. 122)."

"His sermon was a forthright denunciation of sin, an austere declaration of the motto on the wall behind him...(p. 124)."

"Calpurnia, in her navy voile dress...(p. 126)."

Chapter 12 Definitions:

alien (adj.): not natural; strange

appalling (adj.): shocking; horrifying

asafoetida (n.): a strong-smelling (like garlic) substance made from a parsley-like plant; often used in folk medicine to repel illness

austere (adj.): stern and severe

boded (vb.): continued

church (vb.): To church someone is ban that person (usually temporarily) from church for any variety of misdeeds.

clad (vb.): dressed

contemptuously (adv.): To behave or speak contemptuously toward someone is to treat that person as if he or she is unworthy or beneath one's dignity.

contentious (adj.) always ready to argue

denunciation (n.): To denounce is to strongly disapprove of or condemn something. The denunciation of sin in the reverend's sermon indicates his strong disapproval of sin.

diligently (adv.): industriously; in a hard-working manner

dispelled (vb.): driven away

ecclesiastical impedimenta (adj. + n.) items used during a church service

frivolous (adj.): silly; not serious

garish (adj.) showy, very bright or gaudy

habiliments (n.): outfits; clothing

inconsistent (adj.): not in agreement; incompatible

indignantly (adv.): angrily

lilac talcum (adj. + n.): Lilacs are a very fragrant flower (See a picture of lilacs). Talcum, often called talcum powder, is a fine talc, or powder, used for the body or face. Lilac talcum is lilac-scented talcum powder.

rotogravure print (n.): Rotogravure is a process of printing pictures; often photographs of pictures. Since rotogravure prints often appeared in newspapers, it is possible that the print in the church had been taken from a newspaper.

snuff (n.): a preparation of powdered tobacco, usually sniffed through the nose

tapeworm (n.): a parasite that can live in a person's intestines. Find out more about tapeworms and see some pictures of tapeworms.
voile (adj.): a thin, cotton-like fabric

Chapter 13 – Vocabulary

"I realized that this was not a tactful question (p. 130)."

"...I once heard her tell Atticus that I was sluggish (p. 130)."

"...Aunt Alexandra was positively irritable on the Lord's Day (p. 130)."

"Miss Maudie Atkinson baked a Lane cake so loaded with shinny it made me tight...(p. 131)."

"...she would exercise her royal prerogative...(p. 131)."

" 'It just goes to show you, all the Penfield women are flighty (p. 132).' "

" 'Would you say the Finches have an Incestuous Streak (p. 132)?' "

"...but Aunt Alexandra was of the opinion, obliquely expressed, that the longer a family had been squatting on one patch of land the finer it was (p. 132)."

"...Winston Swamp, a place totally devoid of interest (p. 133)."

"...because Sinkfield reduced his guests to myopic drunkenness one evening...(p. 133)."

"There was indeed a caste system in Maycomb...(p. 133)."

"...I revived half-remembered tales of changelings and mandrake roots that Jem had spun long ago (p. 134)."

"He sat on the side of Jem's bed, looked at us soberly, then he grinned (p. 135)."

"His curtness stung me (p. 136)."

Chapter 13 Definitions:
caste system (adj. + n.): class distinctions based on birth, wealth, etc.

curtness (n.): To be curt is to be brief and short to the point of being rude.

devoid (adj.): completely without

flighty (adj.): foolish; irresponsible

incestuous (adj.): Incest is sexual intercourse between persons too closely related to marry legally. Atticus's comment as to the possibility that the Finches might have an Incestuous streak refers to the fact that so many Finches have married their cousins.

irritable (adj.): easily annoyed

mandrake roots (n.): The roots of the mandrake plant were often thought to have magical powers because it was thought that their shape resembled the human body. The mandrake root appears in many poems, including this "Song" by John Donne.
myopic (adj): Myopia is an abnormal eye condition, often called nearsightedness. Someone who is myopic cannot see objects clearly.

obliquely (adv.): indirectly

prerogative (n.) exclusive right or privilege

shinny (n.) a slang term for liquor; usually whiskey or bourbon. Bourbon is a main ingredient in the recipe for a Lane cake.
sluggish (adj.): lacking energy; lazy

soberly (adv.): seriously

spun (v.): To spin a tale is to tell a story in a creative, fanciful way.

tactful (adj.): To be tactful is to be able to say the right thing to a person without being offensive. Scout realizes that her question about her aunt and uncle was not tactful and may have been offensive or, at least, embarrassing.

tight (adj.): drunk

Chapter 14 – Vocabulary

"...her needle broke the taut circle (p. 139)."

" 'Scout, try not to antagonize Aunty, hear (p. 140).' "

"Miss Rachel Haverford's excuse for a glass of neat whisky every morning...(p. 141)."

"...the good man pushed a bushel pod by pod through the ventilator...(p. 142)."

"Still in wrist manacles, he wandered two miles out of Meridian...(p. 142)."

"...his infallible sense of direction told him he was in Abbott County...(p. 142)."

" '...the soil erosion's bad enough as it is (p. 143).' 

Definitions:

antagonize (vb.): oppose; make angry

bushel (n.): a unit of dry measure equal to 32 quarts

erosion (n.): a gradual wearing away.

infallible (adj.): never wrong

manacles (n.): handcuffs

neat (adj.): unmixed with anything, such as water or soda; straight

taut (adj.): tightly stretched

Chapter 15 – Vocabulary

" 'I don't think anyone in Maycomb'll begrudge me a client, with times this hard (p. 147).' "

" 'Change of venue,' said Mr. Tate (p. 147)."

" '...know how they do when they get shinnied up (p. 148).' "

"There was a murmur among the group of men, made more ominous when Atticus moved back...(p. 148)."

"Atticus tried to stifle a smile but didn't make it (p. 149)."

"His days were spent at his linotype...(p. 150)."

" 'Jem's got the look-arounds,' an affliction Calpurnia said all boys caught at his age (p. 151).' "

"The Maycomb jail was the most venerable and hideous of the county's buildings (p. 152)."

"Its fantasy was heightened by its red brick façade and the thick steel bars at its ecclesiastical windows (p. 152)."

" 'Called 'em off on a snipe hunt,' was the succinct answer (p. 154)."

"We were accustomed to prompt, if not always cheerful acquiescence to Atticus's instructions...(p. 154)."

"I began to sense the futility on feels when unacknowledged by a chance acquaintance (p. 156)."

"...I slowly awoke to the fact that I was addressing the entire aggregation (p. 156)."

"...an attitude he had once described as uncouth (p. 156)."

"I looked around and up at Mr. Cunningham, whose face was equally impassive (p. 156)."

Definitions:

acquiescence (n.): agreement without protest

affliction (n.): in this case, a condition

aggregation (n.): group; gathering

begrudge (vb.): To begrudge someone something is to feel resentment or disapproval about the fact that they have something. Atticus says that he doesn't think anyone in the town would resent the fact that he has a client.

ecclesiastical (adj.): church-like

façade (n.): the front of a building; the part facing the street (pronounced: "fah - sawed")

futility (n.): feeling of being ineffective; uselessness, hopelessness

impassive (adj.): showing no emotion

linotype (n.): a typesetting machine used in publishing. Find out more about Linotype machines.
ominous (adj.): threatening; sinister

shinnied up (adj.): drunk

stifle (vb.): hold back; suppress

succinct (adj.): clear and brief

uncouth (adj.): crude, unmannerly

venerable (adj.): impressive on account of age or historic associations

venue (n.): the place where a jury is selected and a case is tried

Chapter 16 – Vocabulary

"Local opinion held Mr. Underwood to be an intense, profane little man, whose father in a fey fit of humor christened Braxton Bragg...(p. 158)."

"I was beginning to notice a subtle change in my father these days...(p. 159)."

" 'First day Walter comes back to school'll be his last,' I affirmed (p. 160)."

" 'Yonder's some Mennonites,' Jem said to Dill (p. 161)."

"She was now standing arms akimbo...(p. 161)."

"...Miss Maudie's command of Scripture was formidable (p. 161)."

" 'Better be careful he doesn't hand you a subpoena (p. 162)."

"We asked Miss Maudie to elucidate...(p. 162)."

"There were few women and children among them, which seemed to dispel the holiday mood (p. 164)."

"...one passed sundry sunless county cubbyholes...(p. 165)."

"This was a group of white-shirted, khaki-trousered, suspendered old men...(p. 165)."

"The circuit solicitor and another man...(p. 167)."

"Judge Taylor looked like most judges I had ever seen: amiable, white-hair, slightly ruddy-faced...(p. 167)."

"After nine hours of listening to the eccentricities of Old Sarum's inhabitants...(p. 167)."

Definitions:

affirmed (vb.): firmly declared or stated

akimbo (adj.): hands on hips and elbows bent outward

circuit solicitor (n.): a lawyer who travels to different locations to prosecute in trials

dispel (vb.): drive away

eccentricities (n.): oddities; unconventionalities

elucidate (vb.): explain

fey (adj.): strange; eccentric

formidable (adj.): impressive

inhabitants (n.): residents

khaki (adj.): a strong, twilled cloth of a dull yellowish-brown color

Mennonites (n.): members of an Anabaptist Christian sect. Mennonites favor plain dress and plain living.

profane (adj.): not connected with religion or religious matters

ruddy (adj.): reddish

Scripture (n.): The Bible

subpoena (n.): a written legal order directing a person to appear in court to give testimony

subtle (adj.): not openly obvious; quiet

sundry (adj.): various

Chapter 17 – Vocabulary

"We knew he had a slight cast in one of his eyes...(p. 168)."

" '...but I heaved her to her feet...(p. 169).' "

"...his chair was skewed to one side...(p. 169)."

"There was an edge to Atticus's voice (p. 170)."

" 'There were definite finger marks on her gullet (p. 171)."

"There were no arguments between opposing counsel...(p. 171)"

"Atticus was proceeding amiably, as if her were involved in a title dispute (171)."

"With his infinite capacity for calming turbulent seas...(pp. 171-172)."

"...of sleepy-eyed sullen men...(p. 172)."

"...he said something about corroborating evidence...(p. 172)."

"...a little bantam cock of a man rose...

"We also saw no resemblance to his namesake (p. 172)."

"...it seemed to be part of his crepey neck (p. 172)."

"No economic fluctuations changed their status...(p. 172)."

"...the Ewells lived as guests of the county in prosperity as well as in the depths of a depression (p. 172)."

"...no public health officer could free them from congenital defects...(p. 172)."

"The cabin's plank walls were supplemented with sheets of corrugated iron... (p. 172)."

"...to keep out the varmints that feasted on Maycomb's refuse (p. 172)."

"...six chipped-enamel slop jars holding brilliant red geraniums...(p. 173)."

"...and doorways glowing amber from the fires inside (p. 173)."

"...when the debate became more acrimonious than professional...(p. 174)."

"He turned slowly in his swivel chair and looked benignly at the witness (p. 174)."

"At the witness's affirmative nod he continued (p. 174)."

" 'There will be no more audibly obscene speculations on any subject from anybody in this courtroom... (p. 174).' "

" '...I was comin' in from the woods with a load o'kindlin'...(p. 175)' "

" '-I seen that black nigger yonder ruttin' on my Mayella (p. 175)!' "

"Mr. Heck Tate as first officer of the county stood in the middle aisle quelling the packed courtroom (p. 175)."

"...remembering Atticus's blessed dictum (p. 175)."

"...he had turned the happy picknickers into a sulky, tense, murmuring crowd...(p. 176)."

" '...but you wont leave it until the whole boiling of you come before me on contempt charges (p. 176).' "

"...but their import registered on his face (p. 176)."

"Smugness faded from it, replaced by a dogged earnestness... (p. 176)."

" 'Just a minute, sir,' said Atticus genially (p. 177)."

" ' Did you not think the nature of her injuries warranted immediate medical attention (p. 178)?' "

" 'Can't see what witness's literacy has to do with the case, irrelevant'n'immaterial (p. 179).' "

"...a tenet I absorbed with my baby-food (p. 179)."

"Mr. Ewell wrote on the back of the envelope and looked up complacently to see Judge Taylor staring at him as if he were some fragrant gardenia in full bloom on the witness stand(p. 180)."

" 'About your writing with your left hand, are you ambidextrous, Mr. Ewell (p. 180).' "

Definitions:

acrimonious (adj.): sarcastic; bitter; nasty

affirmative nod (adj. + n.): Affirmative means positive. To give an affirmative nod would be to nod or shake one's head up and down to indicate "yes."

amber (adj.): dark orange yellow

ambidextrous (adj.): able to use both hands with equal ease

amiably (adv.): good-naturedly

audibly (adv.): Anything that is audible is capable of being heard. The judge warns the spectators against making any more comments that can be heard.

bantam cock (n.): a small, aggressive rooster.

benignly (adv.): kindly; gently

boiling (n.): angry or unruly group

capacity (n.): ability

cast (n.): To have a cast in one's eye means that a particular eye tends to veer or turn off into another direction.

complacently (adv.): in a self-satisfied way

congenital (adj.): a congenital condition is one that is in existence at birth. For example, if a child is born with a weak heart, that weakness in congenital; as opposed to someone who may acquire the condition later in life.

contempt charges (adj. + n.) Contempt, in this case, is open disrespect of a court or judge. A person who acts in such a manner may face a contempt charge from a judge.

corroborating evidence (adj. + n.): In legal terms; corroborating evidence is evidence which helps to strengthen a position. For example; eyewitness testimony in regards to a crime would be corroborating evidence that such a crime had been committed.

corrugated (adj.): formed by a series of alternating ridges and grooves

counsel (n.): lawyers

crepey (adj.): Crepe is a thin, crinkled cloth. Mr. Ewell's crepey neck obviously resembles this fabric; that is, the skin is thin and crinkled.

dictum (n.): official pronouncement

dogged (adj.): stubborn determination

economic fluctuations (adj. + n.): Economics, in this case, has to do with the economy; the financial state of the country and its people. To fluctuate means to change. As far as the Ewells are concerned, no matter how the economy of the country might change, their situation was always the same. They were always poor.

edge (n.): sharpness

gardenia (n.): a large, fragrant flower. Also, Ms. Roberts’ favorite flower (
genially (adv.): in a friendly manner

geraniums (n.): flowering plants. 

gullet (n.): throat; neck

heaved (vb.): lifted

import (n.): importance

infinite (adj.): endless

irrelevant'n'immaterial (adj.): "irrelevant and immaterial" Irrelevant means not relative; not related (to something). Immaterial means unimportant. The judge is saying that whether or not Mr. Ewell can read and write is not related and unimportant to the case.

load o'kindlin' (n.): "load of kindling." Kindling is generally made up of dry twigs, branches, etc.; materials useful for starting a fire

namesake (n.): the person one is named after. In this case, Mr. Ewell's namesake is the leader of the Confederate Army, Robert E. Lee.
prosperity (n.): good fortune; wealth

quelling (vb.): quieting; calming

refuse (n.): garbage

ruttin' on (vb.): In this instance, the term is used to indicate that, according to Mr. Ewell, Tom Robinson was having sexual intercourse with his daughter. It should be noted that this term is almost exclusively reserved for use in describing the mating habits of animals, not people.

skewed (adj.): turned

slop jars (n.): large pails usually used to receive waste water from a wash basin or the contents of a chamber pot

smugness (n.): To be smug is to be highly self-satisfied; to think a lot of oneself. Mr. Ewell's smugness, or appearance of self-satisfaction, shows on his face.

speculations (n.): To speculate is to think about or reflect on a subject. Speculations are thoughts or reflections.

sulky (adj.): moody and quiet

sullen (adj.): in this case, gloomy and threatening

supplemented (vb.): added to

tenet (n.) a principle or belief generally held to be true

title dispute (n.): a legal fight over the ownership of a particular piece of property

turbulent (adj.): stormy; unruly

varmints (n.): in this case, flies and other flying insects that would be found in and around a garbage dump

warranted (vb.): gave a reason for; indicated the need for

Chapter 18 – Vocabulary

"...a thick-bodied girl accustomed to strenuous labor (p. 181)."

"...as opposed to yearly lavations...(p. 181)."

" 'Where were you at dusk on that evening (p. 181).' "

"Mollified, Mayella gave Atticus a final terrified glance...(p. 182)."

" '...there was this old chiffarobe in the yard...(p. 182).' "

"...the younger children had perpetual colds and suffered from chronic ground-itch...(p. 185)."

"Mayella's hostility, which had subsided to grudging neutrality, flared again (p. 186)."

" 'He does tollable, 'cept when...(p. 186).' "

" 'When he's - - riled, has he ever beaten you (p. 186)?' "

"Atticus was making his slow pilgrimage to the windows...(p. 186)."

"...he was speaking in his arid, detached professional voice (p. 187)."

"Mayella sniffed wrathfully and looked at Atticus (p. 188)."

" 'Miss Mayella, not to be tedious...' "

"But Atticus had told us that in Judge Taylor's court any lawyer who was a strict constructionalist on evidence usually wound up receiving strict instructions from the bench (p. 191)."

Definitions:

arid (adj.): dry; without expression

chiffarobe (n.): a large cabinet with drawers and a place for hanging clothes.

constructionalist (n.): a person who interprets aspects of the law in a specified way

dusk (n.): the time just before nightfall

ground-itch (n.): Ground-itch is caused by hookworms. The parasites usually enter the body through bare feet, causing an itchy, allergic reaction.

grudging (adj.): hostile

lavations (n.): washings

mollified (adj.): soothed; calmed

neutrality (n.): the condition of being neutral; not taking part in either side of a controversy.

perpetual (adj.): everlasting; continuous

pilgrimage (n.): in this instance, a long walk

riled (adj.): angry

strenuous (adj.): work or labor that is strenuous requires a lot of energy and stamina.

tedious (adj.): boring; tiresome

tollable (adj.): Mayella's way of pronouncing the word "tolerable." Someone who is tolerable is a person who is fairly good or passable; someone who can be tolerated or endured.

wrathfully (adv.): angrily

Chapter 19 – Vocabulary

" '...did you ever set foot on the Ewell property without an express invitation from one of them (p. 195)?' "

"...a respectable Negro would never go up into somebody's yard of his own volition (p. 195)."

"...I did not understand the subtlety of Tom's predicament...(p. 197)."

"His speech was miraculously unimpaired by his cigar (p. 198)."

"I remembered something he had said about Judge Taylor's ex cathdra remarks... (p. 198)."

"Judge Taylor told the reporter to expunge anything he happened to have written down... (p. 198)."

"Mr. Gilmer smiled grimly at the jury (p. 200)."

" 'You're very candid about this...(p. 200).' "

" 'Are you being impudent to me, boy (p. 201)?' "

" 'You aren't thin-hided, it just makes you sick, doesn't it (p. 202)?' "

Definitions:

candid (adj.): open and honest

ex cathdra remarks (adj. + n.): remarks made with the authority that comes from one's official position

express (adj.): clear; explicit; not just implied

expunge (vb.): remove completely

grimly (adv.): sternly; without humor

impudent (adj.): disrespectful; bold; sassy

subtlety (n.): delicacy

thin-hided (adj.): thin-skinned; sensitive

unimpaired (adj.): unhurt; undamaged

volition (n.): will. Scout is saying that someone like Tom would never go into somebody's yard on his own or unless he had been invited to do so, and would never do so of his own will or volition.

Chapter 20 – Vocabulary

" 'Hee hee,' said Mr. Raymond, evidently taking delight in corrupting a child (p. 202).' "

"...and I tried to frame a discreet question...(p. 203)."

"I had never encountered a being who deliberately perpetrated fraud against himself (p. 203)."

" '...absence of any corroborative evidence, this man was indicted on a capital charge and is now on trial for his life...(p. 204).' "

"Atticus was speaking easily, with the kind of detachment he used when he dictated a letter (p. 205)."

"...and the jury seemed to be attentive... (p. 205)."

"His voice had lost its aridity... (p. 205)."

" '...it requires no minute sifting of complicated facts...(p. 205).' "

" 'The state has not produced one iota of medial evidence...(p. 205).' "

" '...And so a quiet, respectable, humble Negro who had the unmitigated temerity...(p. 207).' "

" '...in the cynical confidence that their testimony would not be doubted...(p. 207).' "

" '...an assumption one associates with minds of their caliber (p. 207).' "

" '...there is one human institution that makes a pauper the equal of a Rockefeller... (p. 208).' "

Definitions:

aridity (n.): dryness

attentive (adj.): paying attention; observant

caliber (n.): quality

capital charge (adj. + n.): a charge for a crime that is punishable by death

corroborative evidence (adj. + n.): To corroborate is to strengthen and support. Corroborative evidence, in a trial, is evidence that makes a case stronger. Atticus is telling the jury that there is no evidence to strengthen the case against Tom.

corrupting (vb.): To corrupt someone is to bring that person down to a lower moral level. Since it at first appears that Mr. Raymond has given Dill liquor to drink, it would seem that he is corrupting him.

cynical confidence (adj.): To be cynical, in this case, means to believe that people are only motivated in what they do out of selfishness; that no one truly behaves or does something out of sincerity. Atticus's mention of the witnesses's cynical confidence refers to the fact that they are selfish and self-centered enough to think that everyone will believe their story.

detachment (n.): the state of being disinterested or unemotional

discreet (adj.): carefully phrased; cautious

fraud (n.): a lie; a deception

indicted (vb.): formally accused; charged

iota (n.): a very small amount

minute (adj.): exact; precise (pronounced: my - NEWT)

pauper (n.): an extremely poor person

perpetrated (vb.): committed

temerity (n.): foolish or rash boldness

unmitigated (adj.): out-and-out absolute

Chapter 21 – Vocabulary

" 'You think they'll acquit him that fast (p. 210)?' "

"...we glimpsed Calpurnia's indignant profile...(p. 210)."

"I was exhilarated (p. 210)."

" '...Judge Taylor charged the jury (p. 211).' "

Definitions:

acquit (vb.): clear of a charge; find not guilty

charged the jury (vb. + n.): When Judge Taylor charges the jury, he gives them instructions in law before they go off to deliberate or decide the case

exhilarated (adj.): cheerful, merry

indignant (adj.): angry

Chapter 22 – Vocabulary

" 'It's not becoming to a child. It's -- cynical (p. 217).' "

"Jem made a feral noise in his throat (p. 217)."

"...recognizing Jem's fatalistic noises...(p. 218)."

"Jem grinned ruefully (p. 218)."

" '...can't any Christian judges an' lawyers make up for heathen juries...(p. 219).' "

Definitions:

cynical (adj.): a cynic is someone who often belittles or makes fun of someone else. Aunt Alexandra tells Dill that his remarks about his own Aunt's drinking habits are cynical, especially since, as a child, Dill should have more respect for his elders.

fatalistic (adj.): To be fatalistic about something is to accept the event as though it were inevitable; that is, that nothing could be done to change or alter it.

feral (adj.): wild; savage

heathen (adj.): unenlightened; without religion or morals

ruefully (adv.): regretfully

Chapter 23 – Vocabulary

"Miss Stephanie said you had to hand it to Atticus Finch, he could be right dry sometimes (p. 220)."

"Atticus smiled wryly (p. 221)."

" 'Something furtive,' Aunt Alexandra said (p. 221)."

" '...unless the Governor commutes his sentence (p. 222).' "

"He didn't have any quarrel with the rape statute...(p. 222)."

"I looked up and his face was vehement (p. 223)."

"Jem waved my question away as being infantile (p. 229)."

"He was going into one of his declines, and I grew wary (p. 230)."

Definitions:

commutes (vb.): changes; makes less severe

dry (adj.): clever but subtle

furtive (adj.): sneaky

infantile (adj.): childish

statute (n.): law

vehement (adj.): full of emotion and strong feeling

wary (adj.): cautious

wryly (adv.): humorously; slightly sarcastic

Chapter 24 – Vocabulary

"She carried a tray of charlotte (p. 230)."

"...I heard Mrs. Grace Merriweather giving a report in the livingroom on the squalid lives of the Mrunas...(p. 231)."

"...they were crawling with yaws and earworms...(p. 231)."

"Ladies in bunches always filled me with vague apprehension...(p. 232)

"...decided that I meant no impertinence...(p. 233)."

"For certainly Mrs. Merriweather was the most devout lady in Maycomb (p. 233)."

" 'Out there in J. Grimes Everett's land there's nothing but sin and squalor (p. 234).' "

" 'Nothing, Jean Louise,' she said in stately largo...(p. 234)."

" 'Gertrude, I tell you there's nothing more distracting than a sulky darky (p. 234).' "

"...Atticus would let me pump its bellows...(p. 235)."

"...the soft bovine sounds of ladies munching their dainties."

"When Miss Maudie was angry her brevity was icy (p. 236)."

" ' Hypocrites, Mrs. Perkins, born hypocrites...(p. 236).' "

Definitions:

apprehension (n.): In this case, fear

bellows (n.): a machine that allows air to be pumped through a system; in this case, an organ

bovine (adj.): cow-like

brevity (n.): shortness

charlotte (n.): a desert made with fruit in a mold that is lined with pieces of bread or cake. Read a recipe for charlotte.
devout (adj.): devoted to religion

earworms (n.): See a picture of an earworm.
hypocrites (n.): people who pretend to be something they are not

impertinence (n.): disrespect

largo (adj.): Largo is a direction used in music which means "at a very slow tempo." Mrs. Merriweather is apparently speaking to Scout very slowly.

squalid (adj.): miserable; wretched

squalor (n): filth

sulky (adj.): moody

vague (adj.): not clearly felt; somewhat subconscious

yaws (n.): an infectious contagious tropical disease. Find out more about yaws.
Chapter 25 – Vocabulary

"A roly-poly had found its way inside the house (p. 241)."

"Jem was scowling (p. 241)."

"...but when it comes down to the line the veneer's mighty thin (p. 243)."

Definitions:

roly-poly (n.): a small bug that can roll itself into a ball. Also known as a pillbug, sowbug or wood louse. See a picture of a roly-poly.
scowling (vb.): A scowl is a facial expression caused by scrunching up one's forehead and brow; a look of displeasure. See a young man scowling.
veneer (n.): attractive outer surface

Chapter 26 – Vocabulary

"I sometimes felt a twinge of remorse, when passing by the old place...(p. 245)."

"...what reasonable recluse wants children peeping through his shutters...(p. 245)?"

"...a publication spurious in the eyes of Miss Gates, our teacher (p. 246)."

Definitions:

remorse (n.): a feeling of regret and guilt

recluse (n.): someone who stays away from society and the company of others

spurious (adj.): Something that is spurious outwardly resembles something but does not have the genuine qualities of that thing. Miss Gates thinks that The Grit Paper is spurious because, although it resembles a newspaper, to her mind, it is far inferior to a publication like The Mobile Register or other newspapers.

Chapter 27 – Vocabulary

"I suppose his brief burst of fame brought on a briefer burst of industry, but his job lasted only as long as his notoriety...(p. 250)."

"...lost in fruity metaphors and florid diction...(p. 251)."

"...his fat nondescript dog (p. 251)."

" 'First thing you can do, Ewell, is get your stinkin' carcass off my property (p. 252).' "

"...our classmates mercifully let us forget our father's eccentricities (p. 253)."

"Misses Tutti and Frutti Barber were maiden ladies...(p. 254)."

Definitions:

industry (n.): work, especially on a steady basis

notoriety (n.): fame

florid (adj.): very flowery in style; elegant

nondescript (adj.): dull; with no special or interesting qualities

carcass (n.): body

eccentricities (n.): odd behavior

maiden ladies (adj. + n.): women who have never married

Chapter 28 – Vocabulary

"High above us in the darkness a solitary mocker poured out his repertoire...(p. 257)."

"...to the irascible qua-ack of a bluejay...(p. 257)."

"We had slowed to a cautious gait...(p. 258)."

"A small patch of earth beneath its branched was packed hard from many fights and furtive crap games (p. 258)."

"We each bought a sack of Mrs. Judge Taylor's homemade divinity (p. 259)."

"...she said people who held such views were usually climbers (p. 259)."

"...Colonel Maycomb set out on a purposeful journey to rout the enemy and entangles his troops so far northwest in the forest primeval...(p. 261)."

" 'Here, Scout, let me hold onto your - - hock (p. 262).' "

"It's owner said, 'Uff!' and tried to catch my arms, but they were tightly pinioned (p. 265)."

"The man was walking with the staccato steps of someone carrying a load too heavy for him (p. 266)."

"Dr. Reynolds said if we had been boil-prone things would have been different...(p. 267)."

" 'Yes sir, if it's a pink one with smockin',' I said (p. 269)."

Definitions:

boil-prone (adj.): A boil is an inflamed, pus-filled swelling on the skin, like a pimple only usually bigger. To be prone to something is to be inclined to it. If the children had been boil-prone, they would have been inclined to have a lot of boils. Find out more about boils and see a picture of one.
climbers (n.): social climbers; people trying to move into a different social class

crap games (n.): a gambling game played with two dice

divinity (n.): a white fudge made from whipped egg whites, sugar, and nuts. Read a recipe for divinity.
forest primeval (n. + adj.): in this instance, a forest that had been primarily untouched or unchanged by man

furtive (adj.): secret

gait (n.): pace, walk

hock (n.): the joint bending backward in the hind leg of an animal like a pig. Scout is dressed as a ham, and a ham is the upper part of a hog's hind leg, Scout's hock would be the part of her costume that resembles the joint of a pig's leg. Take a look at a bunch of hams hanging by their hocks.
irascible (adj.): angry

mocker (n.): mockingbird
pinioned (adj.): confined; held down

repertoire (n.): accomplishments; skills. The repertoire of the mockingbird is all the songs it can sing and sounds it can make.

rout (vb.): defeat

smockin' (n.): Smocking, decorative stitching used to gather cloth. See a picture of a dress with smocking.
staccato (adj.): distinct; sharp and crisp

Chapter 29 – Vocabulary

"...I pointed to the man I the corner, but brought my arm down quickly lest Atticus reprimand me for pointing. (p. 273)."

Definition:

reprimand (vb.): scold

Chapter 30 – Vocabulary

"If Atticus could blandly introduce me to Boo Radley at a time like this...(p. 273)."

"He looked at the wisteria vine (p. 276).

"...if I connived at something like this, frankly I couldn't meet his eye...(p. 276)."

Definitions:

blandly (adv.): smoothly; without excitement

connived (vb.): secretly cooperated or agreed to

wisteria (n.): twinning woody vines with large clusters of flowers. See a picture of wisteria.
Chapter 31 – Vocabulary
"He coughed his dreadful railing cough...(p. 280)."

Definition:

railing (adj.): painful
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